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Abstract
The United Nations estimates that globally approximately 37 million people are living with HIV and that around half of all people are living with HIV (PLWH) do not know their status, thus preventing them from accessing care and treatment. In 2014, over two million individuals became newly infected with HIV and 1.2 million people died from AIDS-related illnesses. Despite high rates of HIV/AIDS, especially in developing countries, we have made significant progress in prevention, care, and treatment. For example, 15 million PLWH are taking combination antiretroviral therapy. Globally, new rates of HIV infection have decreased by 35% since 2000 and there has been a 42% reduction in AIDS-related deaths since 2004.


Acknowledgement

The authors thank Corinne Kyriacou, PhD, MPH for her editorial suggestions and feedback.

References

	UNAIDS. 2014 global statistics. Website: http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/20150714_FS_MDG6_Report_ en.pdf 2014; Accessed November 2, 2015

	SmithL. World AIDS Day 2014: History, HIV facts and ‘Aids-free generation’ theme. International Business Times. Website: http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/world-aids-day-2014-history-hiv-facts-aids-free-generation-theme-publish-midnight-sunday-1477138 2014; Accessed November 13, 2015

	Cure AIDS Report. HIV/AIDS awareness days & cure for AIDS day. Website: http://www.cureaidsreport.org/international-curefor-aids-day/ 2006; Accessed November 13, 2015

	American Psychological Association. December 1 is World AIDS day. Website: http://www.apa.org/pi/women/resources/newsletter/2010/12/aids-day.aspx 2010; Accessed November 13, 2015

	UNAIDS. Accountability; main message on World AIDS Day. Website: http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2006/october/20061020interviewmarcelvansoest 2006; Accessed November 14, 2015

	World Health Organization (WHO). WHO campaigns? Website: http://www.who.int/campaigns/aids-day/2013/event/en/ 2013; Accessed November 1, 2015

	New York State Department of Health. 2015 Blueprint to end the AIDS epidemic. Website: http://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/ aids/ending_the_epidemic/docs/blueprint.pdf 2014; Accessed November 1, 2015

	Canada’s Source for HIV and Hepatitis C Information. World AIDS Day 2015. Website: http://www.catie.ca/en/world-aids-day 2014; Accessed November 14, 2015

	Canada’s Source for HIV and Hepatitis C Information. What’s happening in your community for World AIDS Day? Website: http://www.catie.ca/en/world-aids-day/events 2014; Accessed November 14, 2015

	Ghana AIDS and HIV Commission. 2015 World AIDS Day press release. Website: http://ghanaids.gov.gh/gac1/pubs/2015%20 WAD%20Press%20Release.pdf 2015; Accessed November 14, 2015

	Ghana News Agency. Ghana Launches 2015 World AIDS Day. Website: http://www.ghananewsagency.org/health/ghana-launches-2015-world-aids-day--96668 2015; Accessed November 14, 2015

	World Health Organization Europe. World AIDS Day events in Slovenia focus on prevention and early testing Website: http:// www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/hivaids/news/news/2015/01/world-aids-day-events-in-slovenia-focuson-prevention-and-early-testing 2014; Accessed November 2, 2015

	South African Government. World AIDS Day. Website: http://www.gov.za/world-aids-day-1 2011; Accessed November 3, 2015

	UNAIDS. ILO World AIDS Day campaign focuses on closing the gap in the workplace Website: http://www.unaids.org/en/ resources/presscentre/featurestories/2014/december/20141201_ILO_WA 2014; Accessed November 2, 2015

	International Labour Organization. VCT@WORK: 5 million women and men workers reached with voluntary and confidential HIV counseling and testing by 2015 Website: http://www.ilo.org/aids/WCMS_215899/lang--en/index.htm 2011; Accessed November 2, 2015




OEBPS/nav.xhtml
Contents

		World AIDS Day: A Call to Action

		Acknowledgement

		References





