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Abstract
Levamisole is a common antihelminth used in veterinary medicine. It caught the attention of the medical community in 2008 when it was discovered to be the cause of agranulocytosis in people using illicit substances contaminated with levamisole. Subsequently multiple other deleterious effects have been recorded with the use of cocaine laced with this drug as discussed below.1 Prior to the widespread use of levamisole in cocaine, it was shown to cause the same deleterious effect in the pediatric population in whom it was used in chemotherapy regimen.


Conclusion

Given the widespread use of drugs of recreation, it is important for physicians to be aware of the various side effects caused by these drugs which may mimic known disease processes. Cocaine/ Levamisole adulterated autoimmune syndrome (CLAAS) is one such phenomenon which can be life-threatening in some patients with widespread organ damage. 13 Neutrophil activation is key to neutrophil extracellular trap formation resulting in ANCA positivity. In most patients, stopping the cocaine use usually helps with disease cessation but immunomodulators are sometimes required. There is always a danger of recurrence with repeated cocaine use. In this era, where opioid use epidemic is a national emergency, we have to educate the patients and the medical community about the ever increasing burden of consequences of drug abuse.
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